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TOR. 2 Cor. iv. 9g. | 
P erſecuted, but not forſaken ; caſt down, 
but not deſtroyed. | 


The precedent Verſe is this : 


We are troubled on every fide, yet not di- 
fireſſed ; we are perplexed, but not in 
deſpair ; Perſecuted, but 


- 


the Chriſtians in general, but of the Apoſtles ; 
who above all other Chriſtians, were ſo ob- 
noxious to Sufferings, becauſe they preached the new. ' 
Doctrine of the Goſpel ; which was the deſtruCtion of 
all other Religions, throughout the Fewi/h and Gentile 
World. | | | 
But. becauſe the Diſciples, or- Lay-profeſſours of _ 
Chriſtianity have in all : Ages and Governments ſuffe- - 
red in proportion with the Preachers of it, I ſhall con- 
ſider the words in general,” as they regard the whole 
body of any Chrittian Communion, that ſuffer in any 
common Perſecution ; The Paſtours with their Flocks, 
the :Teachers with their Hearers, The Clergy with the 
Laity. For it often ſo: happens, that all that will live 
godly ſhall ſufter Perſecution', and that the Profeffours 
of Chriſtianity, be they. Miniſters , or..People,, muſt 
os 'B through 
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through many Tribulations and-Affliftions, enter into 

the Kingdom of God. | 

For Chriſtianity is a ſuffering Religion, and above all 

others expoſerth its Profeſſours. to perſecution , becauſe 

when the Supreme Power happens to be Infidel, Ido- 

later or Heretick, and ſo fets-it elf againſt the Goſpel 

in general, or any particular truth of it, -it becomes 

the duty of all Chriſtian SubjeRs to ſafer, if they will 

not fly. There's no mean in the Goſpel betwixt theſe 

* Faſt. Mart. EWO extremes, denying the Faith, or * fighting in the 

4p?. 2.p-64- defence of it, being equally damning ſins, for as it is 

— 41 Written, Whoſoever denieth me before men, him will I de- 

cum Tryphe ny before my Father which is in Heaven : So it 1s as plain- 

2.33% 32% Iy written, Whoſoever refifteth the Power, refiffteth the 

Ordinance of God, and they that refiſt ſhall receroe to them- 

ſelves danmation. And that we ſhould in no exigence 

+ 'And «e- doe the one, nor the other, but * cheartully faffer, or 

ws Fe ſave our ſelves by flight, it 1s alſo written, That every 

| Kerss, &5- Ot, who ſhall forſake Houſes, or Brethren, or Siſters, or 

procedie cv i= Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or Lands, or 

oh tr loſe his Life for Chriſt's jake, and the Goſpels, ſhall re- 

elgqueve, x cerve an hundred fold, and inherit Everlaſting Life ; and 

roms tu ho that they are Bleſſed, who are perſecated for righteouſneſs 
In =) 3-= fake, for theirs s the Kingdom of God. h 
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Accordingly hath it been the praQtice of all good 
Chriſtians to ſuffer or fy ; for ſo we are uſed to fpeak, 
not that flight is not one ſort of ſuffering ( tor it unplies 

-  forſakeing of Houſe, Relations, Lands and Country ) 
but that it is the cuſtom of all Languages, to ſpeak of 
the leffer evil, as of a good, and ſo flight is if it be com- 
pared with Death, Slavery or bodily Torments, which 
are more emphatically called Sufferings ; though re- 
ally in it felf it is alſo a great degree of fuffering art 
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which the Porlan © flying from perſecution ſhall bs re- 
warded with Exerlafting Lie. 

I fay is hath been the inviolable praftice of all good 
Chriſtians to ſatire, or Sy, and never to refiſt ; fo the 
Primitive Chriſtians did under Pagan,  Arriav and Aps- 
ſtate Emperours; the Waidewſes under Pagano-Chriſtiav, 
ar Popiſh Powers, our own Anceſtours in the days of 
Queen Mary ; and naw our poar Brethren of the Refor- 
med French Communion, who are fled hither in aſfy- 
rance of his Majaſtie's pratection, and his Proteſtant 
Sybje&s. Charity, to whom he, as it becomes fo great 
a Patron. of the Proteſtant Cauſe, hath moſt affetionate- 
ly recommended them, eommanding us to. ſtir you up 
to ſo gaod a wark, which I have choſen to doe in a Dil: 
courſe upon theſe words, upon which I ſhall proceed in 
the following method. 


Firſt, T ſhall ſhew what Perſecution uw, or when Chri- 
ſtians are truly faid to be perſecuted. | 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew, that our Brethren of the French 
C_ are under a true Perſecution , or truly perſe- 
Cutegd. 

Thirdly, T ſhall ſhew you to what a degree they are 
perſecuted. | | 

And Laſtly, 1 ſhall ſhew you, that it is our indiſpen- 
ſable duty to help, and aſſiſt them, that now they are 
perſecuted, they may not be deſtitute ; nor quite de- 
ſtroyed , though they be caſt down. Perſecuted, but 
wot: forſaken; caſt down, but not deſtroyed. 


T. I ſhall ſhew, what. Perſecution is, which is very 
neceſſary for me to doe, becauſe the true notion of 
Perſecution is generally miſtaken, men often miſcal- 
ling that by the odious name of Perſecution, which is 
nothing, but the Execution of juſt, and ſometimes of 
neceſfary , and wholeſom. _ Thus: the hy 
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Jews in their Writing fpeak of thernfelves 2s'of a Peo- 
ple, that are perſecuted by-'the Seed of Eſau throughout 
the whole World:-: The Papiſts;, thoſe {in 'the Britiſh 
Dominions eſpecially, complain, 'that .they are perſecu- 
ted by the Hereticks ; and beſides'them , there are yet 
.. many other ſorts: among us, who make bitter out-cries 
againſt Perſecution , when their Sufferings , if tried by 
the true teſt of Perſecution, would not; I am confident; 
appear to be ſuch. il ICDL: BINS 3-05] 
Therefore, that I may lay down the true notion of 
it, I muſt deſire you to obſerve, that the Original 
words in the Old and New Teſtament, as likewiſe the 
latin word for Perſecution, and to perſecate properly 
Hgnify to purſue, or run after another to ſtop him, or 
get before him ; and from this Agoniſtical acceptation 
of the words, they are tranſlated-into a Tropical ſenſe, 
to ſignifie to proſecute , purſue, or attach by Law. I 
conteſs ſometimes they ſignifie- to purſue after another 
to kill him, and ſo come to be taken in a Military ſenſe, 
to-proſecute by the Sword ; but becauſe I am reſolved 
to confine my Diſcourſe.to Legal, or pretended Legal 
Perſecution, T ſhall take no notice of Sword-perſecution 
further}, than it happens to the Subje&ts from the Magi- 
ſtrate, by virtue of the Law. To make this, which is 
the firſt ſtep of my. Diſcourſe, as plain as I can, I tell 
you again, that the Scripturewords for to perſecute, 
{ignifie to proſecute, or purſue by Law ; And by Law 
[here underſtand, Law 1n the' largeſt ſenſe for the Will 
and Pleaſure of the Supreme. Authority, whereby the 
People, that live under it, are commanded ?o doe, or 
ot-to doe; otherwiſe ro doe, or. forbear. doing-ſuch and 
ſuch things. DP 108 1; ; 
Now -becauſe in the ſeveral times wherein the" ſeve- 
ral Books of the Old and-New Teſtament were writ- 
ten, as well-as in the Ages ſince, good men were often 
proſecuted. and: purſued by Authoritative-ordexs,. for d0- 
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ing. f*thoſe things,” whith' Got hid-Jome way chk 
mailed] Gr for not dong ſos li hte ha | 
ſomemwdy' oriother forbi82 (heretic Dawarefins 
proſecution came in ai d(peciiÞ itiine ty fnify9 PIF/E 
cation; Which indeed'isver Rom apithifls He? tur 
a * Legal, of in ca(6 of *tiſurpetion; or wreſting "tHe * Pytrem 
Laws, -x' preterided 1:egal proſectition undef: Authortry' 2mm obfir- 
for not obeying where/God'protiibits;sfor. dbmng"dPany iw— © 
thing,” which 'God hath"any' Way *commarided >'or vor Tert- Apol. 
doing any thing, which the hath any- why «forbid! "ag 

Peter and 'Fohn ſaid unto the Sanhedrim,. + Whether 7t + Tui etiam 
be right in the fight of God to hearken unto you more thay 9emperare- 
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«| - F have'a mind to-make fure-work ; 'as-I go, and 
therefore I muſt repeit'it once more, and'tellyou, i that 
Perſecution” Actively taken' confiſts in Legally: profecn- 
ting, and Paſtively taken in being Legally proſecuted, for' 
not'obeying Authority in” thoſe things which''God 'pro- 
hibits : otherwiſe for proſecuting;,' or: being proſtcated 
untoiany* penalty for doing of 'thoſe thinps; which He' 
hath any way 'colmanded; or forbearing,! 6#'retuling” 
to doe thoſe. things, which-lie hath any way forbid.” T' 
have.put in the words any way,” becauſe thereiare two! 
' ways by which :God the King of Kings makes'his plea: 
ES ſure known untoi'men, by right Reaſon, or the. /Zeb#-of* 
Nature, and 'by' Revelation, which we commonly eall: 
the light of Grate,” 0 IO SOL ee! 
Right Reaſon conſiſts in the common: Principles , 
which-God hath implanted in' all Mens: Underſtardimngs, 
and the concluſions which. iſſue from*therry;'- fof as 54: 
tomon faith; The :Onderſtanding. of a'man"it: the\ CandW6' uf 
the, Lord; and: the light:of Natural Reafon-is oaths. ty 
'B: who; - 


- 


bs 4 Ciara calls him. in his Firſk Book of Laws, is 
infinita went, Mh ratio, infinite. Underſtanding and: Rea- 
on - Qr-as; (EJatoni/s Allcgorically Giles. him, agyt- 
WAW P&g, Or Revlon or Light, ._ - | 


 fyndry 
triarchal and Jew3/b times by App racular reſpor- 
les, 2m Heaven, hath in the: laſt days ſpo- 
ken ynto.ys by his: Son, who was the Antitype of- Myſes, 
and by his Apoſtles, who. were the Prophets of the 
New Teſtament ; and theſe two ways the light of Ne- 
ture, and Scriptural Revelation are the genera] and er- 
dinary means, by which we come to know what is the 
will of God. | 
Perſecution therefore ordinarily ſpeaking conſiſts with 
reſpect to the Perſecutours in judicially proſecuting, and 
with reſpett to the Perſecuted in being judicially proſe- 
cuted ynto any penalty for doing thoſe things which 
God hath commanded by the light of Nature, or Scrip- 
tural Reyelation; or for not doing of thoſe things, which 
he hath forbidden by-either, or both of thoſe two ways. 
This-is the true notipn of Perſecution, which conſiſts 
not in the greatneſs of any Man's ſufferings, which in- 
conſiderate: People chiefly look at, but in the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Cayſe for which he ſuffers: For if he be pur- 
ſyed for doing any thing againſt the Law, or Govern» 
ment , under- which. he lives,. that God hath not com- 
manded, ar for not: doing of thoſe things, which God 
hath nox- forbid, he is.not perſecuted, bur juſtly profecu- 
ted for diſobeying the Powers, which God hath: bound. 
This is moſt agregable to our Saviour's nation. of Per- 
fecution, Matth; 5: 10. Bleſſed are they, wha: od ne 
cated for righteouſneſs. ſake, for theirs i the Kingdom of- 
Heaven, To: the vpderſtanding of which. words, I. de-. 
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fire you to take notice, that ry hroon/ugh in the Scrip- 
tore-ſtile, when'it doth nor fignifie jaf —_— or (as 
it fornetimes doth by ah Hebraifm ) * mercifel 
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taken for Vertae , or Religion” in its full latitude, or 7 *þ 


obedience” unto God. In this ſenſe righteouſneſs, and 77 
the righteous man, are oppoſed to wickedneſs, and the 
wicked wan, #Zzek. 3.19, zo. If thou warn the wicked 
may (faith God unto rhe Prophet ) and he tmrn not from 
hs wickedweſS— Again, when & righteons mim doth not 
tarn from his riphteoufhcſs, &e. And. in this fenſe of 
righteouſneſs faith our Saviour to his Dilciples, £ 
your righteouſneſs, 3. e. —_— Religion and obedi- 
ence to God exceed. that of the Seribes and Phariſees, 
you ſhall in no caſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven: 
So faith he, Marth. 6: 31.: Firfl feek the Kingdom of 
God,-i. e. the Goſpel, and its righteouſneſs, that is, the 
Religion, and Obedience, 'which the Goſpel preferibes, 
and all theſe things fhall be added unto you.. Accotdi 
ro this ſenſe of the word 77ghteouſars Saint Late Faich of 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, that they were rightedus Before 
God, walking in all the Cimmanetments and Ordinances 
the Lord blamelefs. And as righteouſneſs ſignifies Obe- 
dience, and Religion itt general : fo it ſtgnifies a}fo any 
particuſar Divine Inftitutiof! , or the - performance of 
any particular duty under any Divine Inſtitution, as 
God is pleaſed to order and command. Thus the ryh- 
teonſneſs of the Law, Phil. 3. 6. ſignifies the performance 
of all thoſe Commands. and Ordinances, which God 
required of the Jews and Proſelytes under the Old Te- 
ſtament ; and the righteouſneſs of Faith , Rom. 4. 1}. 
ſgnifies the performance of all thoſe Duties , whic 
God requires of Chriſtians under the New. The otte 
ſignifies the Fewifh Religion, which conſiſted in obey- 
ing of Moſes; the other the Chriftian, which confiſts in 
obeying of Chriff + that confiſted m keeping the oz 
Law , and this in obſerving the Go/pe/, which the 
Primitive 
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Urbictum 


Prefe8. Juſt. yet if any man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed, 

| M. Apol. 1. But glorifie God on this behalf. In the 2d. Chap. 13. verſ. 
he charged them to ſubmit themſelves to every Ordi- 

nance of Man; whether it were to the Emperour, or his 

= : ſubordinate 
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ſubordinate Magiſtrates for the Lord's ſake, as free indeed 
'1n a ſpiritual ſenſe from many yokes, but not to uſe _ 
their Chriſtian freedom , as a cloak for their malignity; _ 

but as the Servants of God. Then from Subjects he 
proceeds to. the Servants or Slaves, who you may be 
ſure ſuffered much from Fewi/h, and Heathen Maſters 
upon the account of the Chriſtian Religion ; and he tells 


them that it was * acceptable to God, if a man for con- * x«ue ms 
ſcience towards God endured grief ſuffering wrongfully. mw Cod. 


And in the 34. Chapter, atter he had charged all Chriſti- 
ans, as being the teſt way to avoid Sufterings, to re- 
frain their Tongues, to elchew evil, to doe good, and 
ſcek peace, Who # he (faith he) that will harm you, if 
ye be followers of that which is good ; but if notwith/tan- 
ding all this, ye chance to ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake _ 
py are ye, and be not afraid of their terrour , neither be 
troubled : and laſtly, in the 4th Chapter he reſumes the 
argument again, in the words which I cited above, con- 
clading that they that fo ſuffered - according to the will 
of God, {hould commit the keeping of their Souls unto 
him, as unto a faithfull Creatour. 
Accordingly, there's ſcarce any one place of the New 
Teſtament, where Sufferings or Perſecution are tmentio- 
ned, but it is with reſpect to the Chriſtian Religion : as, 
Bleſſed are you, when men ſhall revile you, and perſecute 
you, and ſay all manner of evil of you falſely for m 
fake : Whoſoever ſhall loſe hw life for my ſake, and the 
Goſpels, the ſame ſhall ſave it : Verily, verily, T ſay un- 
to you, that there i no mas that hath left Houſes, or Bre- 
thren, or Siſters, or Father, or, &c. for my ſake, and the 
Goſpels, but he ſhall recerve an hundred fold, now in this 
time with perſecutions, and in the world to come Eternal 
Life. - |; | 
i which places it is evident , that Perſecution 
conſiſts in ſuffering for Chriſt's ſake, or for the ſake of 
the Chriſtian 'Religion, or any _— of it, -or for obey- 
| vg 
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ing: God in any partictlar of it, after the ſame manner 
that the Prophets, ar holy men of old uſed to ſuffer un- 
der the Law, or Few:/h Oeconomy ;. as our Saviour faid, 
= Bleſſed are you, when men ſhall. revile you, and perſecute 

you, &c. . Rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for great is your 
reward in Heaven, for ſo perſecuted they the Prophets , 
which were before you. Accordingly Adts 5. 41. tis faid, 
that the Apoltles departed from the preſexce of the Coun- 
ct, where they were beaten , rejoycing that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer for hu Name. | 

To put all this together, Perſecution from the Civil 
Magiſtrate ( for to that I chiefly reſtrain my Diſcourſe ) 
conliſts in inflicting, or ſuffcring any ſort of evil, or to 
any degree, for Righteouſneſs-ſake ;' tor Religion's ſake ; 
for Chri/Ps ſake ; for the Goſpels ſake; for Chri/#s Name 
ſake; for Chriſtianities ſake ;- in a word, to ſuffer as the 
Prophets and Apoſtles did of old, who in all their, ſuffe- 
rings were reduced to this fad neceſlity, of diſobeying 
God, or the Civil Authority, as Peter and the other 
Apoſtles anſwered, and ſaid to the Savhedrim, the ſe- 
cond time, when they commanded them to preach no 
more in the Name of Feſus, We ought to obey God, ra- 
ther than Man. | | 

_The general notion of Perſecution , and of Chriſtian 
perſecution withall being thus ſtated, we may eallly per. 
ceive, that a man can be perſecuted but upon two ac- 
counts, for matters of profeſſed Faith, or Principles, or 
matters of Practice. _ SE. 

Upon the former account-a man 1s truly perſecuted, 
when he is proſecuted for teaching , or proteſling any 
Truth, or true Doctrine, which he is bound by God to. 
teach or profeſs; or for diſowning or denying any Er- 
rour or falſe Do&rine, which he is bound by God to 
diſown or deny. I have made this diſtin&ion between 
owning of true, and diſowning of falſe Do&rines, with. 
reſpect to the ſeveral ways in which men: are wont to 
© | | expreſs. 
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' ons5: although both ways of | 


expreſs their minds in affirmative or negative propoſiti- 

Ming virtually and re- 
ally 'are the ſame thing; As he that” aſſerts Feſwus to'be 
Chriſt, doth virtually deny this blaſphemous propoſition, 
Feſus'ts not Chriſt ; and he that denieth this blaſphemous 
propoſition , Feſus is not Chriſt, doth virtually aſſert 
that Feſus is Chri/t. Thus in all things the affirming of 
Truth is a virtual denying of the oppoſite Errour , 


and the denying of the oppoſite Errour, an affirming of 
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the contrary -Truth ; and great is the number of Mar-_ 


tyrs, who have been truly perſecuted upon theſe ac- 
counts. 

So Socrates was perſecuted to death by the Laws and 
Magittrates of Athens, for aſſerting the true God, or 
denying the falſe. He aſſerted that there was but one 


God and Father of all, who made Heaven and Earth ; - 


and that the Gods whom the Athenzans worſhipped were 
dumb Idols, the work of mens hands. For this reaſon 


Tuſtin Martyr repreſents him in part as a * Chriſtian, * pu. x. 

p- 48. 
f 01 2, 
Þ 55 


and among thoſe whom + wicked men, by the inſtin&t 
of the Devil, perſecuted for Righteouſneſs-ſake. 

He died a Martyr for Natural Religion ; in the defence 
of a Doctrine, which God had taught him by the Light 
of Nature, was not onely true, but ſuch a Truth as was 
his duty to propagate and maintain. 

So likewiſe the Primitive Chriſtian Profeſſours were 
perſecuted both by the Fews and Gentzles, for teaching 
and profeſſing the DoCtrines of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and tor denying the obligation or validity of the Law 
of Moſes, and the Pagan Idols to be true Gods. 

So much for Perſecution upon matters of Faith, or Prin- 
ciples; and Perſecution for matters of Practice 1s like- 
wiſe twofo/d,. for matters of Divine Worſhip, which con- 
cern the Firſt Table, or for matters of Juſtice and Cha- 


rity, which concern the Second. I 


C 3j: * With 


With reſpe&t to the former, a man-is perſecuted: er- 
ther-upop a negative Rcount, for not denying of God, 
or, ſecondly, tor not worſhipping|a falſe God :in oppo- 

. ſition,to him ; as the: three Children in Dante! were: 
perſeQted for not worſhipping the Golden Image of Ne- 

*-Eccl. Smyr. bucha, \nezzar ; the Primitive Chriſtians for not * ſwear- 
Tx ing b, the Emperour, and his Genius, for not Þ ſacrift-. 
+ Ommes Dei cing to Idols, and. the Emperour's * Statue; And the 
—_ Altigenſes tor not worthipping of Saints and Angels, and: 
mori cogebat. the ZZoft, as the Papiſts call their Breaden God ; or, third- 
—_— Iy, for worſhipping of him in an undue manner ; whe-. 
x it ad ther it Le poſitively ſo, as the Primitive Chriſtians were: 
Trajan. t, 10. perſecuted by the Fews, . for not worſhipping'of God ac- 
. wo» cording, to their manner, after it was abrogated,. or. #a- 
turally fo, as the Proteſtants are perſecuted tor not- wor- 
ſhipping of him according to the corrupt- manner of the- 


4 


Papiſts,. which is polluted with the worſhip of Crea- 


tures, and with many. Sacrilegious, Idolatrous, and tru- 
Iy ſuperſtitious. Rites and. Ceremonies, which - utterly 


deprave and defile the Religious. Offices to which they. 
belong. 


Or ſecondly., upon a poſitive. account, for worſhip-. 


ping the true God, as Nanzic/ was.perſecuted-for worthip- 
ping of God as, afore-time, after the Decree of Darius 
was made, not to ask any petition-ot God or Man for. 
thirty days, except of the King. 
So_ likewiſe. with  refpe& ro matters of Juſtice and: 
Eharity ,. a man 1s. alſo perſecuted upon two accounts, 
either for_ not doing of ſomething, which is. unjuſt or 
uncharitable,, as the Egyptian Midwives-.were- in: danger. 
of being perſecuted by Pharaob, for not murthering the 
*-Olem.. od Hebrew Infants; and many of the Primitive * Chriſti- 
Gor. Epift. ans for not, betraying or. delivering, up -their Brethren 
» $4» Þ- 114+ - . ' 
Edit. Oxon, into the hands of. the Perſecutours, or for doing ſome 


dg juft or charitable ation ,, which, ought to - have been: 


*®. done : as, many of the Primitive Chriſtians, and Pro-. 
| L teſtants. 


UM 


teſtants have been perſecuted for harbouring: and relie- 
ving their diſtreſſed Brethren, and many of his Majeſtie's 

Loyal Subjects for harbouring , relieving and alliſting 

of him. | | 

| Theſe are all-the caſes, for which a man ordinarily 

ſpeaking can be perſecuted : it muſt be for matters of 
Faith, or matters of Pradtice, for matters of Divine Wor- 

ſhip, which belong to the firſt, or matters of Juſtice and 
Charity, which belong to- the ſecond Table of the Law. 

All righteouſneſs, or matters of Religion, for whuch a man 

can be truly perſecuted, are reducible I fay to Faith-or 
Prattice ; x.af | all matters of Fazth are either ſach as are 
xeceſſary to be known, that they are revealed, and they are 
Eut few, or that are neceſſary to be believed when they are 
kuown, and they. may be very many ; and-all matters of 
Practice in-ſhort are ſuch, as God hath made it either ab- 

ſolutely neceſſary, or in ſuch circumſtances for man to 
doe, or nat te doe, But if men will believe things to be 
Articles of Faith, which God never made ſo; and alfo- 
make rules for matters of Chriſtian pradtice, and Come. 
munion which God never made; if they will believe 

falſe, or impious, or uncertain Doarines to be certain 

and true, and ſet up new. Notions, which.Prumitive and- 
Virgin Chriſtianity never underftosd or profeſſed, and: 
revive old Errours and. Herefiecs, which were condem- 
ned by the Catholick Ehurch: In-a- word, if they will: 
impoſe upon their own, and. other. mens Conſciences, . 
and-teach for Doctrines of God:the Traditions or Tnven- 
rions.of private men, . ler. them ſuffer never ſo much, or 
be never ſomuch perſwaded in-their own Confſciences of 
the truth of them, yet they cannot: be -perfecuted 'for 
them, though when they are honeſtly minded with - 
their erroneous Conſciences;, and their Errours do -not- 
tend to the publick diſturbance, nor thwart the common. 
w 4 a s.of Chriſtianity, they may be too- ſeverely 


I'fay | 


IT fay men that ' coin new +Do&@rines, ' and Rules , 
and Precepts for ' Chriſtian Practice and Communjon 
which God never made, . let them fuflter never ſo much 
from Authority in the defence of them, yet they are 
not perſecuted, but rightfully puniſhed ; and fuffer not 
as Chriſtians, but as Criminals ; and though God will 
be mercifull to their miſtakes, when they proceed not 
trom an ill mind; and pardon their ignorance, when 
it is not wilfull and affected, ' yet. they can neither ſuffer 
as Confeſlors nor Martyrs, nor ſhall they receive-the 
promiſed reward for their ſufferings in the World to 


COMe. | | | | 
- No !\whoſoever is truly perſecuted muft ſuffer for Do- 
Ls &rines and Laws, which God hath -given ws, for the 


common Principles of Chriſtianity, and not tor private 
fancies and inventions ; 'and therefore when you hear 
* Becauſe 3 IMEN'CrY(out of perſecution, conſider .for what Scriptu- 
have here ral Truth, - for what Article of the Creed, for what * Ca- 


ve Pe . "pep | nootyegrny Sag p 
on Eh. tholick Principle, for what part of Chriſtianity, for what 


common Goſpel-dod&rine they ſuffer, or in obedience to what Goſ- 
Principles of a 
Chriſtaniry, which I call Catholick Principles, I ſhall here explain my ſelf in the words of 
the moſt Learned- Dr. Beverege , who hath deſerved fo well of the Church Catholick, in his 
Proemium before his Gulex Canonum Vindicatus. ' S? ande boc omnium cujuſque ſeculi Chri- 
Ntianorum corpus, quod Catbolica frve univerſa. Eccleſia wulgo appellatur,. ut ubique ,” (fy ſemper 
conſtitutum attenti perluſtremns, certa quedam quaſi communia in eo deprehendemus principia, que 
totum percurrunt, omntſque 1llius partes &F ſibi invicem, CF capiti connefunt. 'E quibus primum, 
mudque 6 quo catera-ormntur, eft, Sacram Scripturam five vetus novumque Teſtamentum, Di- 
vinitds efle inſpiratam —— Verym enimvers jar jy Scriptura, etiamſi in jis, que ad cujuſ- 
que ſalutem abſoluts ſunt 'neceſſaria, preceptis clariſſma fit &y omnibus manifeſta ; quantum ta- 
men ad. dotrinam ſpeHat,” oy externam Ecclefia diſciplinam, ex pro tþsa ſua altitudine non uno 
eodemgue ſenſu ab omnibus accipitur ut obſervaut olim Vincent. Lirinenfis, tg ex hereizcis, 
& ſchiſmaticis ſatis ſuperque conſtat, qu? nempe ſingult pravas ſuas opintones, praxeſque 6 ſacris 
Scripturis ſuo modo interpretatis, eliciant. In hujuſmadi itaque rebiss ſi non errand!, nec offendend: 
certi eſſe velimus imprimzs procul amni dubio cavendum eſt, ne privatis noſtris aliorum opinionibug, 
aut conjeFuris, pertinaces nimis adhereamus, ſed nobiſcum potius recolamuw, quid untverſa Eccle- 
ſia, wel maxima ſaltem pars Chriſtianorum de iſtis ſenſerint, & in ea acquieſcamus ſententia, in 
quam Chriſtiani per omnta ſecula conſenſerunt > quemgdmodum enim omn! 1n re conſenſus omnum 
wox nature eft, ut ait Cicero, fic etiam in hujuſmodi rebus conſenſus omnium Chriſtianorum vox 
Evangelii meritd habeatu. * Fulta antem ſunt, que ticet in ſacris Scripturis expreſſe, ac definite 
' non _legantur, communi tamen omnium Chriftianorum conſenſione ex tis eruantur. Ex. gr. Tres 
diſtin&as in ſacroſanaa Trinitate Perſonas venerandas efſe, Patrem, Filium & Spiritum San- 
um. hoſaue fingulos verum cfle Deum, & tamen unum tantummodo efſe Deum : Chriſtum 
$ S167 Ipoms 
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Seey-Fomny elle vere Deum, ac vere hominem..1n una cademque perſona. Hec Of ſimilia, quam- 
vis totidem wverbis ac ſyllabis nec in veteri, noc in novo inſtrumento tradantar, de tis tamen, ut utro- 
que fundatis inter omnes ſemper convenit Chriſtiands,  demptis tantummods paucis | ie me hereti- 
cis, quorum in religione haud major habengda eſt. ratio, E hr nſtrorum in naturd. Sic etiam In- 
fances ſacro Baptiſtnate abluendos efſe, 8 ſpopſores ad ill mentum adhibendos : domi- 
nicum five primam per ſingulas ſeptimanas feridm: SE lam ecfle : Paſſionis, Re- 
ſurre&ionis-8 Aſentions Domint ad-Ceelumt, nec non-Spiritfs Sanft1 adventas commemora- 
tionem per ſingulos annos peragendam : Ecclefiam ubiqu ; per Epiſcopes a Presbyteris diſtin- 
&os, iiſque Przlatos adminiſtrandam effe. Hec—— per mille Cr quadringentos ab Apoſtolis annos 
in publicum Eccleſie uſum ubique recepta fuerunt, nec ullam intra illad tempus invenire eſt Eccleſiam 
in ea non conſentientem, adeo ut Jul communes ſint notiones ommuzm ab ortgine Chriſtianorum animis 
 inſite, non tam ex ullts particularibus Scripture locts, quam ex omnibus : ex generali totius Evan- 
gelii ſcops, Gy tenore, ex ipsd religionis in eo ftabilitz' narura 75: propoſito, atque ex conſtanti deni- 
que Apoſtolorum traditione, qui Eccleſuaſticos hujuſmodi ritns, C5 generales,-ut ita loquar, Evangelii 
rnterpretationes per univerſum terrarum orbem una cum fide propagarunt. Alioquin enim non credi- 
bile, ima vero impoſſibile prorſus efſet, ut tam unanim! anſinſbons ubique Coy ſemper ad omnibus reci- 
perentur. Vid. etiam Caſſandri defenſionem officit pit viri, adverſi Calvinum. * 


pek-law ; for 'tis no matter how. much they are perſwa- 
ded in their own Conſciences, and to what degree they. 

ſuffer ; but do you. enquire after their Opinions , and 

then try it they are any part of Chriſtianity ; and if up- 

on trial they be not found tobe ſo, their clamour and noiſe 

about perſecution muſt be unjuſt and vain. As tor ex- 

ample, there is now a loud cry among the Papiſts of 

the perſecution .of the Cathohcks ( as they mifcall | 
themſelves ) and 'of the perſecuting Laws againſt the . 
Catholicks in England; but ſuppoſe all our Laws were 

executed. againſt them, for what Article of the Creed, 

tor what Gofpel-doCtrine , or . Precept, for. what Ca- 

tholick, Principle., or. for what' part of Chriſtianity 

would theſe Pſeudo-catholicks ſuffer ? are theſe Goſpel- 
truths-or Catholick Principles, that the Biſhop of Rome 

is Chriſt's Vicar General, and that he'is Supreme above 

all 'other Biſhops of the Catholick Church 2 Can they 

prove either by the Scriptures, or by univerfal Tradi- 

tion, that he is infallible either in the Chair or out of it, 

and that there'is no Salvation to be had without the Pale 
and--Commuinion of: his Church 2 Are theſe, ''not. to 

mention Tranſubſtantiation , 'Tmage-worthip , the Invo- 

cation of Saints and Angels, praying in an unknown 

'- Tongue, 


* Mitchel 
King, Kid, 
Hathston, 8c. 
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Tagge, Sc. any parts of the Chriſtian Syſtem - or did 
the Primitive Chriſtians, or fo much as one Church of 


Primitive Chriſtians know or profeſs theſe things 2 No'! 
they.are not Articles of.Faith, nor Goſpel:doCtrines, nor 
common: notions of Chriſtianity ,” but contradictions 
to all theſe, and the' Do&trines, and Traditions of 
men. | | 

In like manner, not to mention the late * Malefa&tours 
in Sco:/and, our diſſenting Brethren here have made grie- 
vous cries about Perſecution, and their Writings are full 
of reflexions upon the. perſecuting Laws, and of invec- 
tives againſt the makers of the Law for Uniformity ; 
but for what Goſpel-truth or Precept ? for what Catho- 


| lick Principle, or for obedience to what Law of Feſwus 


Chrift did: they ever yet ſuffer, or can they ſuffer by 
thoſe Laws 2 1s this a Goſpel-do&trine, or Catholick Prin- 
ciple, that the original Government of the Church -was 
Presbyterian, and that the Government of it by Biſhops 
above Presbyters, and diſtin& from them, is an altera- 
tion of the original Government, and an uſurpation over 
the Church of God 2 If it be, let them ſhew us when this 
diſparity of Biſhops from _—_ began 2 Let them 

the time of this univerſal Aberration and Apo- 
Nafie from . the Primitive Platform ; whether it was 
done 1n +the time of the Apoſtles, or in the times next 
unto them. If it was done in their time, let them tell 


us whether it was done with their conſent, or without 


it ; or .if jn the times next unto them, Jet them tell us 
the names of thoſe Dzozrepheſes, who did firſt attempt 
or atchieve it; let them ſhew us ſo much as one Re- 
cord, that doth make mention of it; or-let them tell us 
how ſo great an alteration was made both -over the 
Presbyters, and over the Church, and yet not one 
Church or Presbyter aſſert its right > Or how it came 
to paſs for example, that /gzatius an holy Martyr, 
Presbyter of Antioch, ſhould fo early uſurp _— 

=> Fs ialtica 
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fiaſtical Government of * Syria « pn. won nf art Br 3 Enter 
at a time when there were ſuch yny Evein x2nfinns 3 On— 
vaſt multitudes of Chriſtians in | 

=, and elſewhere, that F Tybe- + Epift, ad Trajan. anbraue god ov 
rianus Preſident of Paleſtine told v5 Tv & wy Tannaine— 

the Emperour 7rajan,under whom | | 

he ſuffered, that he was wearied 

with puniſhing , and killing the 1 | 
Galileans ; and * Pliny Proprztor hy _ enim gone nay Ruler 
of Bithynia, told the ſame Empe- Jae © ſatis conſtar prope jaws 
rour, that the Chriſtian Religion avfilara rempla— | 

had fo infe&ted the Cities, Towns, | 

and Villages in his Province, that the Heathen Temples 

were become deſolate, and unfrequented ; or if Biſhops 

:hen had not many particular Congregations under their 
.nſpetion, how ſhould the fame holy Martyr in his Epi- "Exim &- 
{He to the Church of Smyrna diſtinguiſh between perſonal 52.280 
Communion with the Hiſhop, and with another Miniſter 5 a9 # 'B- 
licenſed by him, and difallow all other Communions -m9emy ior, | 
but ſuch? In like manner is it a Goſpel-do&tine, or A 9>-d many 
Catholick Principle, that Book-forms of prayer are un- 

lawfull ; or that God cannot be ſo worthily worſhipped 

by them, or in ſo ſpiritual a manner, as by extempora- 

ry Prayers? Ts there one place in the Bible that prefers 
extemporary before preſcribed Forms of Prayer > Doth 

the practice of the Catholick Church prefer thoſe before 

theſe? Or is there any thing in Scripture or Antiquity . 

to ſhew, that it 1s a fin for a Miniſter to wear a Linen 
Garment, when he officiates in the Church. Are Natio- 

nal Churches unlawtull, or inconfiſtent with the progreſs 

of the Chriſtian Religion, or the notion of Chriſtian 

Union and Communion? Doth either the Goſpel, or-any 

thing in Chriſtianity ' teach' us, » pn, Alex. Strom. b. 2. $94 Bd2e- 
that the uſe of Ceremonies is wa.in wwaczyr 84% wanna aperyic- Ter- 
unlawfull in Divine Worſhip 2 £*+ 4 reſur. Caro abluitur-— caro ſignature 


| EE; - De corona. Ad- ——— Ffrontem Cruct 
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now 


now become unlawfull in the Office of Baptiſm: 2 Are 
theſe Chriſtian DoCtrines or Precepts, that the People 
have a right to chuſe their own Miniſters ; that: no Pow- 
er upon Earth, at leaſt no Secular Power, can {ilence or 
ſuſpend a Miniſter ; that Intant-baptiſm is unlawtull; or 
that the Scripture is the Adequate Rule of Conſcience and 
© Practice ; or that nothing ought to be inſtituted in the 
Service and Worſhip of God, which he hath not com- 
manded or approved in his Word ? | 
Are any ot theſe, not to mention others, Articles of 
Faith, or Goſp rines, or Catholick Principles? If 
they be, how cam We to he ſo long undiſcovered, and 
never to be found out, But by a few particular men among 
us, ſome about an hundred, and ſome about thuty and 
forty years ago 2 What, were all Chriſtian Docours be- 
fore Popery, and all ſince the Reformation from it, but 
2 few Diſſenters of theſe Countries, blind, that they could 
never yet diſcern theſe DoCtrines in the Scriptures, nei- 
ther in expreſs terms, nor in the ſcope and tenour of 
them 2 thefe Doctrines which would make the Profeſ- 
fours of them now ſeparate from all: National Eſtabliſh, 
ments of the Proteſtant Religion, as well as ours, and 
which. muſt have obliged them, had they. lived in: the 
firſt and beſt Ages of Chriſtianity , to. have ſeparated 
- from all thz Churches. in. the World. 
bY mew al ne were * _ over 
* As Famer at Jeruſalem, and S. Fohnttie ſeyera] Congregations fſuperiour. 
Anat Thr Cohn 19, 2nd ditint rom, Precbrers 
pares the Biſhop-ro the High-prieſt, c: 40: = 10 .the Apoſlles: times ; and the 
AE ron when war. Chriſtian Writers of | the next 
ren baline ro-the Lard, Exſeb. lib. 5. & 24 Age to them, upom whoſe Ay- 
nts 768 is £65 oli Hon nr” tage oY hs 
tings, did. teach. and: believe the - 
office. of {uch-a:Biſhop tobe the 
Ordinagee. of God. And. in-. 
| thoſe 


choſe _ and 'Virgin-times of | Chriſtianity , they 
ceived God by Forms of Prayer, ufed Ceremo- 
nies in his worſhip, united into * Metropolitan, which * zu. 1, x. 
anſwer to our National Churches, uſed the Sign of the ©: 23- Can - 
Croſs at all ſorts of Devotion, received their Miniſters pate hea 
from their Biſhops, at whoſe Election, it is true, they 
uſed to ſignifie their approbation , as the People were 
wont to doe at our King's Coronation : but they ne- 
ver polfd at them , nor properly ſpeakmg gave” any 
vote. In thoſe days alfo, in the pure and Virgin-Ages 
of Chriſtianity , while the Diſciples of the Apoſtles 
governed the Church, the Biſhops ſilenced and depo- 
ted Presbyters, who were not ſo. much as to F preach, + nar. ad 
or adminiſter any Sacrament, without their leave and 7721; 7 
conſent. They then alſo -ufed and inſtiruted many can.4yft 25. 
Ceremonies, of which we have no account , neither i de bap- 
Precept nor. Example in the Word of God. 'Shall I Gobeil. Ancyr- 
mention ſome 2 They always mixed * water with the < 13: Concil. 
Sacramental Wine, to ſigntfhie that the Bloud of Chri/# mo _ ; 
had a ckanſing -virtue in it, which myſtery was alſo, oo 
as they believed , reprefented by the Water which Pk ea 


flow'd with the Floud from our Saviour's Side. They ſexr. in Tral. 
fent-F portions of the Sacramental Bread to the ſick 5 3* __ 


ſgnifie ,- that they were like. new-born Babes , who 27h 
ought to defire the fweet and fmcere milk of the Word. Le then 


They ſtood up in all their Devotions from F Eafter qt 500 
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Fx Cor. 11, 
% I Cr. 6, 


the head, and: let them remain @ little- ſpace. under 
water,. to ſignifie, that they were buried with Chrift 
in Baptiſm. They alfo then had + Love-feaſts, joyn- 
ed with the holy Euchariſt ; the * falutation of the 


. holy Kiſs ; and obſerved the Fewiſh cuſtom of ſaying 
* the Hebrew word + Amen at the concluſion of every 


Prayer. 
Theſe were the general, beſides the particular Cere- 


* monies of particular Churches ; and in one word, there 


was.neygr any ſeparation made or thought of in any of 
the Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity , upon the account of 
Ceremonies; and therefore ſince the belief and practice 
of God's univerſal Church, in the firſt and beſt Ages, are 
contrary to the Doftrines and Precepts, by which our 
diſſenting Brethren in vain attempt to: juſtifie their ſepa- 
ration, How can they be Do&@trines and Precepts of the 
Goſpel 2 How can they be Catholick Principles, or parts 
of Chriſtianity 2 and how can they be perſecuted in 
the defence thereof 2 No ! they are no parts of Chri- 
ſtianity, no Laws nor Dottrines of the Goſpel , but 
mere humane Inventions, mere humane Fancies and 
Opinions, and moſt of them modern Opinions too. 
Primitive Chriſtianity never heard nor thought of ſuch 
things and notions, but they have been invented and 
advanced. to juſtifie the ſchiſmatical PraCtices- of ſome 
Men, who have-nat brought their Works to the Rule, 
but- the Rule, I mean the Goſpel, to their Works. In 
a word, they are all Novelties, or renewed Er- 
rours ; all Impious, Falſe, or moſt uncertain Notions ; 
and thoſe that teach them, be who they will, teach 
a Dodtrines. of God the Traditions. and, Opinions 
of Men. 'Þ 


I'F. But this is not the caſe of our poor Brethren of 
the French Church ; 'tis not for. theſe, nor any ſuch 
Opinions. as theſe, that they ſuffer , but for- protecting 

| ch. 
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ſuch true, and denying ſuch falſe DoQtrines, 'as God 
hath obliged them to profeſs, and deny ; and. tor dif: - 
obeying their King , in. doing or . not;;dving, of thoſe 
things which, God hath commanded them. to-;doe.,: of 
not to. doe. -- This is the-ſecond/ part: of.my Nifcourſe; 
wherein, after having ſtated the.true Notion of;Perſecu- 


tion, I told you I would prove they are truly perſecuted; -' - 


* ©. 


which you may perceive){ can.doe no-other way, butby 


ſhewing, that they ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, for Re: - : » | 


ligion's ſake, ; forthe Truths ot the, Goſpel, ;and-in de- - 
fence of the Goſpel-Laws.- The caſe is really with'them, 
as it was with the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians ; 
they are under a neceſſity of diſobeying the Supreme 
Authority, in not conforming|.to:the:Galzean: Church, 
becauſe the Doctrine and Worlhip of it are plainly incon- 
ſiſtent with the DoCtrines of the Goſpel, and the Evan- 
gelical Worſhip. of God. As for example, the Goſpel hath 
commanded us not to worſhip Angels, as in Colofſ. 2.18. 
Let no man (ſaith the Apoſtle) decezve you of. your re- 
ward, in a voluntary humility, and worſhjpping,of, Angels: 
And Rev. 19. 20. when Saint John fell at the Angel's feet 
to worſhip him, See ( faith the bleſſed Spirit) #hou doe 
it not, for T am thy fellow-ſervant. But the Gallican 
Church , like ' all the reſt of the; Papal: Communion, 
teacheth and practiſeth the worſhipping of, Angels, 'and 
maketh ſolemn invocations, not onely of the Angels and 
Archangels in genera], but of this and that Angel by 
their proper Names. f 
The Goſpel plainly. forbiddeth praying. in an un-- 
known Tongue, becauſe: he that ſpeaketh in-a Tongue- 
unknown to the People, ſpeaketh not unto. man (as 
the Apoſtle argues). but unto God: and*the Air ; and-. 
he that fo ſpeaketh is a Barbarian unto the People, be- 
cauſe they know not the meaning of his voice ; yet 
notwithſtanding all that is ſo expreſly written upon this- 
matter, 1 Cor: 14. the Ga/lican Church uſeth Latin-offi- 
Ces, 


Ez ie Se Kos 


poſt. Eprph 


rorum. Or a- 
tio in ofava 


| ut pro nobis 


. 


as they. cal} the great 


* Urbanus-VTII. it his Preface before 
the Miſſal, begins thus. $S7 guid eft in re- 
bus humanis plan drvinum, quod nobis ſuper- 
ni cives ( (i in eos invidia caderet_) invide- 
re poſſent, id cerae ef. $9. Miſſe Sacrifictuon, 
cujus beneficio fit, ut homines quadam antti- 
patione poſſideapt in terris celum, dum ante 

- oculos nt,*®' manibus conectent coe- 
li terrzque conditorem. _ _ - 
- + Eſpecially the two Corpus Chriſt days, 
. called by the Gallican Charch, Feſtes de 
Dieu, the Feaſts of God. 


Eppb-ad Yr rpin £6" make interceſſion for them © So that if her 
ſcendg ſuf- wt cngatn n= a och” ; 
Nagin Sanc- Prayers were iff the Mother-tongue,” the /Pebple could 
not joyri in -Her Worſhip, without committing Idotatry 
Santi Steph. againſt 'Ged , and Blaſphery againſt Feſus Chriſt. . 
interceſſor exiſtat. + De Sanft4 Marid oratio in all their Maſſes, —ur qui vere cam genis - 
tricem De1 credimus, icjus. apyd te interceffionibus adjuvemur. Oratio in circamciſione Domi- 
. 1, — ut ipſam pro nobis inatercedere ſentianus =— 2 2 7 


The Goſpel affureth us, 'that Feſus Chriſt aſcended 
into Heaven, and there fitteth at the' right hand of 
God to make interceſſion for us, and that he was once 
offered uf# for all, 'and* by one'offering of himſelf, per- - 
tefted for-ever,\ thetri that are fanRified : but the Ga//- 
can, like' all other' Popiſh Churches, teacheth, that he' 
is bodily preſent, and bodily offered up in the Sacrifice 
of the Maſſe, 'and that his rea} Fleſh and 
when the"tonſecrate Wafer 1s eaten, and that the Z79/tie; 


Bones are eaten, 


Wafer , which they expoſe, and 
carry about, is the * very Chriſt. 
This they keep in a Box on 
purpoſe, and on F ſolemn days 
carry it in Proceſſion, as the Pa- 
gans did their Idols, to be ado- 
red; and whereever it is mer, 
there the People muſt fall down, 


"and worſhip ; and wherefoever 


the Prieſt makes a ſtand, there 
muſt Prayers be offered up unto 
it, as unto the very Chriſt. The 
Heathens 


Ct 

ces,' and their publick Worthip is all in Latin, which the 

People do not underſtand. . 
'The Gofpel-reacheth,. that as there is but one God ; 
ſs ther&is buf one Mediatour betwixt God arid Man, the 
min CH) Foſw, to whom alone we muſt pray to' make 
interceſſion for us to God: 'but the Galican Church prays 
 *Dom.quinti £6 Saitits.and Angels ,' and above all, 'to' the + bleſſed 


LES.10 


Heathens were never guilty of more groſs, and abſurd 


Idoktry, than this. The worſhipping of a Leek, or an 
Onion, or an head of Garlick, as £gyptians did, is 
not more againſt common Senſe and Reaſon, than the 
worſhipping of a Wafer, the work of a Baker , or Con- 
fettioner's hand. And then as, to the Elements to be 
received in the holy Euchariſt, the Goſpel faith expreſ- 


Foyer at the inſtitution of.it our Lord Zook 4 tread, and 
5 


ake it, and g gave it 70 his Diſciples, ſaying, Take, eat, 
this is my body — likewiſe that he took the Cup, ſaying, 


Drink ye all of this ; for--—; This is related. in the f ame 
manner by Saint ,Paul,, .1.Cor,.11. where he: -alſo-ſaith,\. - 


IWheſoever eateth .and drinketh wnmorthi 


drinketh damyation, to himſelf. According! 
tive bibs adminiſtred it exa&tly' Horm Chris 


PH AA had 


Inſtitution, ' as is evident out of * /gnatiud; + Fuftiir:Mar-* 4d Phils. 


{yr , GC... And all ſucceeding Ages: followed:t s'Prim1- bk 


tive Practice, ar] ſtill. doth follow \it 
*-univerſal C] cept the Church of Rome;"whieh 
an above five —- red years ſince” to take way the 
Cup from the People, for jear (O ſuperſtitions Souls!) - 
that they - ſhould . ſpill - the lewd Yet the. Gabzcan,-; 


fy mp- 


a 


Church, tor. all her fine ;pretences to Liberty , ill CON-- "$EI uot 
rigues fo ſtrictly Popidh, that ſhe deprives ber People of” / "© 
the Cup, akin # the Saviour ſhe pretends to warlkip, . | 
Proleptically:.ſpeaking ..of this holy: Sacrament; fairh,-.- 
Whoſoever eateth. #1 fleſh, aud arinketh my Hoad, [fath ' 


| eternal. Lt 


tr til 
. What thall Lay of the inet Dodrines of Sui 
premacy, Iufallibility and Pugatory; which ſhe alloweth : 
with all the practices that follow thereupon; and-of her - 


Bnage-werſbip y. ang. Croſ-worſhip; and Crug mor ſhip 3 2. 


not to mention her Ceremonies, which for their number 
are.jntolerable, and:-for their. nature ſach as: pr a 


lite and deprave the Worſhip of God.: Theſe axe the ; 


things which make our Frexch Brethren difſent-from the-- 


ES 


# 


publick Eſtabliſhm 
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ent. There is a plain oppoſition be- 


twixt the DoErines and Worſhip ſet torth in the Goſpel, 
and the Do&rines and Worſhip of the Galtican Church. 


They cannot conform 


unto it, nor live in the Commu- 


nion of it, and be true to the Goſpel; nor obey their 
Prince in this particular, becauſe Obedience unto him 


would be Diſobedience unto God. 


©" They have*no quar 


* Calu. ad Sadol. If the Biſhops would 
to rule, as to ſubmit themſelves ro Chrrſt, 
then if there ſhall be any thar ſhall nor ſub- 
mir themſelves to that Hierarchy, xeverent-,, 
ly, and with the greateſt obedience” thar 
may be, there is [no kind! df ,Anathema , ©. 
whereof they are-not worthy, 4. inftit. L.4. 
Ce 4» f: 4+ Beza de diverſ, grad. contr. Sarav. 
Ce 21, Melanfthon ad Camer. an.1 530. Con- 
feſſe Aug. de Eccleſ. poteſt. - pot Confeſ]. 
Aug. ad'arti14. Princeps Anhalt. in; concion. 

ſuper. Matth. 7; Bogerman. Preſident of* the 
Syngd. of, Dort. Nay Blondel himſelf zn Con- 
clul.Apol. pro Hieronymo, which by the im- 
portuntty of the Agents of the general Aſſembly 
he was prevailed with to leave out, with great 
numbers more to be ſeen in Dr. Fern againſt 
Campney, Bancroft's Survey, chap. 8. Ma- 
ſon's defence ' of 'the: Ordination,' @c. 
res 
and the po 05: prece iſhop Morton 
publiſhed by Sir Hen. Yelverton. Laſtly, ſee 
. Mr. de Langle, and My. Claude's Letters at 
the end of the moſt worthy and moſt learned 
Dean of Pauls his Unreaſonableneſs of Sepa- 
ration, which the late Agent at Charenton 
did in vain endeavour to make them retradt. 


Communions, and the 


the Office, and proteſt 
they: would, if they could have 
retained them, 'and deſired that 


rel at the Church, becauſe it*1s 
Epiſcopal, but becanſe' it is Po- 
pifh;;' for” * though they have 
not- Biſhops, yet their and other 
Reformed Writers have approved 

ed that 


their reje&ting of them might be 
imputed to neceſlity, and not to 
their choice. They have gene- 
rally declared , ' that they will 
ſubmit to their own Biſhops, if 
they will reform ; and ſome of 
them for want of Epiſcopal Go- 


vernment, which they believe to 


be: of Apoſtolical Inſtitution”, 
have thought their own Chur- 
ches deficient, and in that reſpe&t 
not ſo perfeCt. as ours. They are 
formed into a National Church ; 


and are' for National ' Churches, 


and deteſt Sovereign Independent 
ir Miniſters officiate in a diſtin 


habit, "and are fo far from difſiking or undervaluing Lt- 
rurgies; rhat they pray , baptize, and adminiſter the 


holy -Commurijon in 


Liturgical Forms. - They filence 


and ſuſpend Miniſters in their Confiſtories and 'Sy- 
nods : They would have had Church-mufick, Organs T 
; LS mean, 


'tneah , if 'they might, and. would condemn: all thoſe 
as- guilty of Schiſm, whoonely under the infinite ,pre- 
tence .of purer Ordinances, 'and: purer Worſhip, would! 
ſet up private Congregations, andrerett- private|Altars 
in oppoſition to the publick, and: then teach:the People; 
that the Magiſtrate hath nothing to- doe 1n-Eecleſiaſtis 
cal- Matters ; : but that they: ought: to. repair;:to» thoſe: 
Congregations:;; where they find they can: profititteſt. 
No: they diſſent: not 'upon :ſuch: thiniand abſard\)pre-: 
tences a5 theſe, but for the lame reaſons; that-their\no-! 
. ble Anceſtours the 4/4igenſes, androur. Anceſtours ſince 
them ;. diſſented. from] the Church of Rowe.. They. do 
not-onely- pretend Conſcience, and: fay. their Confcien-- 
ces tell:them', that ſfuch-and: ſuch things are unlawfall ; 
but they - produce the Rules , - and' Precepts, :and Doc-: 
trines of the Goſpel, which thoſe: Dottrines.,- which 
they. cannot profeſs; and thoſe things which they can- 
not: prattiſe.;-plainly:! contradict. ©:The: reaſons: of: their 
Non-conformity do-nort' vary,-as time: ſerves; but they. 
are the fame that they were-from the- beginning ; and' 
they. are not ſuch as would -overthrow [all Communi-: 
ans; and deſtroy .all. the Churches:'tlhat/are,:ior. can be: 
in-the World. - In a: word, they diſſent: and-diſobey'in: 
the defence .of the Goſpel., and ob the: plain':and>un-: 
doubted Goſpel-truths. They are the moſt noble*, 
eſſential, and: integral 'parts of Chriſtianity:, which 
they adhere. to ;. and-it_is, not ſo;much a Chriſtian, as: 
a Pagano-Chriſtjan, 1a. maſt-cotrupt, tyrannical; and: 
Idolatrous Church to which: they refuſe to iconform. : 
As Rome is myſtical: Babylon the Great, the Mother of 
Harlots, and abominations of the Earth : So the Ga/z-: 
can Church; is a Province-/belonging to the myſtical Ba-+ 
bylon, ,a_Daughter-of: that Mother of Harlots, full of 
Fornication, and alſo drunk with the bloud. of .the: 
Saints. Her Kings have all committed Fornication 
with her ; but theſe are come out of her, that they 
E might 
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might not. be partaker of her Sins. This is their hard 
eafe;, they are reduced ro a neceflity of ſmning or ſuf- 
fering/; and therefore their Sufferings arc truly, ' and 
properly: ;Perfecutions ; for: they utter for” Righteous 
nefs fake, and the Goſpels fake, and according to the 
Will of God. 'Fis for Confcience towards God , that 
they | endure / grief ; for a good Conſcience, as the 
Apoſtle: fpeaks.; which is. oppoſed tor an evil Conſci- 
ence defiled with: ſinfull, Principles and Sin. A good 
Conſcience in the Scriptures. is otherwiſe: called a pure 
Confcience F x 77m. 3. 9. 2 Tam. x. 3. }. and it is compa» - 
red to a Body waſhed with water [ Heb. 10.22. 1 Per. 3. 
21. } becauſe it is devoid of all ſintull prejudice and cor- 
rupt affections , which pervert mens underſtandings, 
and render them indocile, and are abk to make them 
call black white, and: white black. The fame is called 
in the Parable of the Sower, an hane/t and good heavt, 
becauſe it — = Rye with I ; and 
1mpartially. fearcheth. rhe. Scriptures ,. things: 
* be fo: R— and in what Perfor ſoever this fort of 
Conſcience is, he would be'glad:to obey his Sovereign, 
and be of the eſtabliſhed Communion, becaufe he knows! 
theſe are indiſpenſable duties, 'when they car be done- 
_— denying Gofpebdoctrines, 'or breaking Goſpet- 


' Such. ingennous Souk- wilt 'be- ready to: hear, and! 
ready. to give -an anfwer to: every. man that thall ask. 
them a! reaſon: of their doings; with mecknefs and fear - 
and; when they: fuffer for: doing goad , ' as our. French: 
Brethren , and: Fellow-members now do; they. are- 
made partaters. of Chriſt's fuffering in this World , 
and: ſhall be- made partakers with him in: everfaſting 
Glory., among Martyrs and Contfeffours, in the World* 
t@.COME. . 


HI. Has. 


IT. Having now ſhewn firſt what Perſecution is, and 
Aecondly, That eur Frexch Brethren are perſecuted ; T 
proceed in the Third place to ſhew, to what a'depre 
they are perſecuted, and how deplorable their ſufferiags 
are, and how unealie and dangerous it is for them to con- 
tinue in their Native Country , where they are treated 
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more like Slaves than Subjects, and daily vexed with -' 
us e1026)]93: || -* 


Falias Edicts and Decrees. * E1® [5329 

For they are deprived: of the ancient Liberties, which 
. were granted, unto them by former Princes, the Fa- 
ther and Grandfather of this preſent King. Many of 


their * Univerſities are. diſſoalved;,' and more 'than half * 5-4m, the 


their Temples razed, | contrary to the Faith of 'Oaths 


and Edits, and againſt the common right of Prefſcrip: cue, 
tion of Three Fourſcore years. They "are not'a{- that of Ch4- 
lowed to ereCt Free-ſchools for the Education of theit 


own Children , nor Hoſpitals for the mwintenance of 
their own Poor, nor can they have the benefit of any 
already erected, withour turning to the Popiſh Religion. 
The Lords of Manwors among them , who- formerly 
had right to keep Miniſters, and fet'up the Reformed 
Worſhip in their own Houſes, and call their Neighbours 
and Tenants unto it by the found of a Bell, are now 
in a moſt Arbitrary manner, deprived of that privilege : 
And in Br Citzes _ they a _ numerous Co/- 
leges of Feſuits, or Houſes of Miſſion ating the 
| Each ve erected , mito St andurifell Crakdren or 
Servants, under a pretence of turning Catholicks, may 
retreat when they pleaſe; and in the greateſt of thoks 
Cities, where ten School-maſters could hard- 
ly. teach all their Children , the ' late Laws allow 
np but one, and their: unjuſt Magiſtrates common- 
They are forbidden to ſet up the Fleurs de Luces in 
their Churches, becauſe they muſt not bear any marks 
E 2 
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of Royal favour ; ; and as a further token of Royal diſ- 
pleaſure: and - contempr.; ; their chief” Seats ,- and- more 
coſtly .Pews are ordered:to be pulled down. 

Formerly: Papiſts were allowed ſolemnly: to'renounce 
their Religion: in- the'Proteſtant /Temples.; and ſcarce 4 


* As at Cha- Lords day paſſed. in the places. where they were * nu: 


renton, La- 
Rochelle, 


merous , but ſoine Converts might be ſeen fo' to re- 


Montpellier, NOuACe ;: but now. all Papiſts'are torbidden:to' tur Pro- 


Nimes. 


teſtants under pein of death, -or the'penalty-of ai"infa- 
mous-ſort: of Penance:,: If: 12 amando honorable, in 
which:;the recanting perſon onely inthis Shirt, with a 
Torch in his hand,:and a Rope about his neck, and-rhe 


... » Hangman - flanding. behundihim'; begs: pardon of 'God 
\.> and Man, ;for-having renounced the Catholick { as they 


- miſccall' the Romiſh ) Religion, and is afterwards /pu- 
: niſhed with- Baniſhment, 1t -not- withy confiſcation! of 
' Goods. 03435 
: On.the;;co contraty ; I Proteſtants have. all (imaginable 
| nepcagemeſt: to turn Papiſts ; 'Penſions } [Honours , 
and Preferments:; and to ſecure them after 
Shes have.once declared-, the forementioned' ſeverity 
(8, I have: been, igfotmed.) is the piniſhmene- of a re- 
ale. 1019 ods Vis #5 $19 
he Magiſtrates of: the: ghee) have: authority to! go 
wit he; Prieft,, and-what -other :company they pleaſe, 
to Vie ſick, Proteſtants, -and turn their Friends and- At- 
tendants out- of the:Room'; and difcourſe:.with” them 
about theirzReſigion;; -and Fieither hopes of reward, or 
a delirous condition, .or. 1npatience, 'or any other cauſe 
make them. ſpeaks any; thing in favour of the Romiſh Re- 
ligion,! then they preſently rake witneſs that they .curned 
Papiſts:: . Aﬀter,which; if the! ſick Perſons die, i they are 
to, be. buried as: [Papiſts;;and-if they left Children behind 
them, they alſo are to be' bred Papiſts ; but it they” fe- 
cover, ny are obnaXdovs: tothe Law againſt a relapſe. 
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- ' Their Miniſters/cannot without great danger arid 'diE 
ficulty viſit Proteſtants, which lie tick in: Popiſh Hou- 
ſes; butcevery- pitifull Sacrifical/us, every -ignorant- buſie 
Prieſt hath' authority to go into /Proteſtant-Hoyſes; 'and 
. viſit the Sick as often as they:pleaſe; and/when their Wo- 
men are in travail, -like the Zeþrew Women in the time 
of hardned- Pharaoh, they muſt have-Popiſh- Egyptian - 
Midwives, which is a far greater terrour”to many 'of 
them,” thanithe pains of Childbirth itſelf, - ' 2: «+ 
Formerly-they- were capable-of the Magiſtracy 'in Ci- - 
ties and: Burghs, where they lived , but now they' are 
incapacitated : Formerly 'they were - to. ſit - in.'their 
Courts of :Juſtice,, as the Chambers of: the Editt;" (iſe - 
called from the Edit: of Nantes,” by which they [were 
erected in favour of Proteftants)- and the Party:cham- - 
bers of the Provinces, where half the Judges are Prote- 
ſtants, and half'Papiſts; but now they are-deprived *of 
that-privilege.: !So that for 'wantof Judges of their:own 
Religion,” they: have- little - or-/no* benefit "of: chevTaw; 
-when .a Catholick ' is © their : Antagoniſt; * but ' when - 
both Parties are Proteſtants; it one” change ;''or 'pro- 
miſe to:change *his Religion ; he is+uſually-fure- ro-gain 
the Cauſe. + , £11.10 13 7 nc fEOU £22071Þ 29.197 
1; And- as. they-are: baniſhed :from: the Bench, ſo are 
they banithed trom the Bar. and” Faculties': For no Pro- 
teſtant.can'be-Counceltour, Atturney, Notary; Chirur- 
geon, Apothecary, Midwife, ©. . In -one :word,' they 
are made-utterly.-uncapable: of . atl-employments; Civil 
or:Military:; and by:that means -are-deprived-of all Ho- 
nours, and better. conveniences: of :lite;: of, all the |com- 
fortable: means of ſubſiltence:and well-being, which the 
Papiſts enjoy.in-their- Offices at Court,: and in the Coun- - 


try ; in Peace, and- in! War, and/in'the- Armies; both . 


by Sea-ahd'Land. 3? 4: : x oe BE"; + 
This' is their: miſerable condition ,- and what'is yet - *. 

worle ,: their Children ' have liberty at: ſeyen. years of . 

- OY | | Age 


o 


_ - Ape to chuſe their own Religion ; and if to prevent the 
 muſchief that may follow upon this, they fend them away, 
they muſt forfeit a years revenue of their Eſtates, if they 
do.not produce them within a year ;. but if they. do nor k 5 
produce them within two, then they muſt forfeit the 
whole. But in caſe they have no viltbe Eſtates, then 
they are ſubject to Arbitrary valuations, and to Arbitra- 
ry Fines impoſed thereupon. bt { 

- If their Children upon this liberty happen co: change 
'their Religion, as many will doe rather than endure whol- 
ſom Diſcipline , their Parents are bound to maintain 
them, as they do their other Children, or elſe to allow 
them a Penſion for their maintenance, and their Daugh- 
ters ſo changing, may kave their Parents, and go into 
Nunneries when they pleaſe. Ly 

This is the complement of all their other miſeries, and 

_ to avoid fo great a miſclucf, it is, that they fly in flocks 

to Proteſtant Countries, that they may ſave the Souls of 

their own Bowels, and not:have them bred up in Popiſh 
Darkneſs, and the regions of the ſhadow of death. Some 

have ſlipt away by night with their Families, and driven 

without intermiſſion, tall they have got out of their im- 
perious Princes Dominions; and others, as is credibly 
reported , have ſhipt off their little ones, pack'd up in 

| Bales - gory _ TIS (5 
bo As for their Miniſters, they upon any pretended 
| . <rimes are baniſhed, fined, or impriſoned, on purpoſe 
to make them forſake their Flocks, and diſcourage the 
People from putting their Children to the ſtndy of Di- 
vinity : Nay, they are in an eſpecial manner obnoxious 
to the barbarous cruelties and inſults of the Souldiery, 
who have free Quarter upon the poor Proteſtants, whom 
they abuſe to. what degree they Wy" 
*As Poitou, In ſome * Provinces they trail them, like Dogs, by 
Name, the neck to Maſe, torture them till they renounce their 
Rochelle, Religion, and moſt inhumanely miſuſe, or oor 
88 - | | thoſe, 


_— _ God mo I reſiſt _ bloud : and. : 
t 1 theſe tyrannica arbitrary Outrages be not 
__ open order, yet it may be prefumed they are 
done upon connivance, and according to the fecret will 
of the Supreme Authority, ſince thofe that doe them are 
neither punithed nor reftrained, notwithſtanding the. 
complaints which the Sufferers daily make at Court. 
Theſe barbarous Infolencies added to the feverity of the 
Royal Edidts, you may be ſure adds wings to their: 
haſte, and makes them tly in great hurry _ contuſion - 
into Foretgn Countries ; and the Providence of God. 
hath caſt many of them, like ſhip-wracked. men,” on our 
Coaſts, and expetts that we ſhould few them | no little - 
kindzefs, but receive them courteoufly, And doe good unta - 
them in an efpecial manner, as wnto- them that are' of the 
houſhold of Faith.” They are perſecuted, but we mult. 
not farſake them ; they are. grieyouſſy caſt down, but in 
ſuch-an exigence as- this, we muſt not let them, be. de- 


IV. And therefore I proceed in the laſt place to: 
thew, that it is our duty to help. and a(fiſt them, to en- 
courage and ſupport them in this time of calamity , to: 
refreſh their Bowels, and mmifter 'unto: their preffing | 
wants. : For there are but three ways by which the Sp- 
rits of perſecuted men can be ſupported ; by the ze- 
ftimony of a good Confeience ;" the comforts and joys of: the 
Holy Ghoſt, and: the chav3table afiifance of thepr Bre-- 
ztbrex, when (as the Apoſtle fpeaks) the Members have. 
the fame care one of another; -and if one Member fuf-- 
fer, al the Members fuffer with it; and when from this . 
diffuſe ſpirit of charity which aQtuates all the parts of. 
the truly. Catholick Church , thoſe that have riches , 
and hve at caſe, will contribute to thoſe, that are poor, . 
and un. diftreſs.. EEE 


The: 
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The teſtimony. of a good Conſcience is'a [great cor- 
dial, becauſe it reſults from conſidering, that we ſuffer: 
for.Righreouſneſs ſake, and fo are conformed unro Chri/ 
in his Sufferings, and thereby have a comfortable title to 
all thoſe mighty Promiſes, which he hath made unto 
them, that torſake Father, and Mother, and Wite, and- 
Children, and Lands, and Country, nay, and lay down 
their lives for. his and the Goſpels fake. This conſide- 
ration made: the. Apoltle';glory;- and: rejoyce, and/take 
pleaſure in his z»firmittes,- in reproaches, in neceſſities, in 
perſecutions, and in diſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake. And I 
- queſtion, not , but our ſuffering Brethren , the Confeſ 
ſours. of. the French Communion, are ſupported in their 
preſerit miſeries, by theſe comfortable retlextons, . and re- 
Joyce in ſpirit, that they are counted worthy to ſufter for 
his holy. Name. "| 0 | | 

: The comiforts and joys of the Holy Spirit conſiſt in 
thoſe gracious irradiations , , by which God is wont in 
' an extraordinary manner to affect the Souls of. true 
Sufterers, in ſuch meaſures, as their condition requires. 
From this principle, I conceive} it was, that Paul and 
Silas , after : they had received many ſtripes, ' ſang at 
midnight in the innermoſt Priſon ,: with their feet faſt 
in the Stocks; and that ſo-many Martyrs have ſmiled 
upon their Tormentours, and broiled in the Flames , 
with little, or without: any fenſe-of pain. In ſuch ca- 
ſes it ſeems reaſonable to :conclude, that. their natural 
is ſtrengthned with infuſed courage ;: and: that they are 
alſo rendred more or leſs ſenſeleſs, becauſe they are ren- 
dred Ecſtatick -with the ſecret aſſurance of God's fa- 
vour,, which in 1 7heff. 1. 6. 1s called joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt. -I- cannot fay, that: our ſuffering Brethren, ge- 
nerally. ſpeaking , are yet; in ſuch; a condition', as to 
ſtand in need of ſupernatural aſſiſtance ; but whenever 
it ſhall pleaſe God to call them, or us, to ſuch a degree 
of perſecution, that we ſhall be killed all the day bong, 
__ an 
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and be counted as $ for the ſlaughter ; F queſtion 
not but he will ranges and 1 all theſe things 
make us :more than conquerours, through Fefu Chri/f 

our Lord: TRIKITISY 
But beſides. the Comforts, which the faffering Mem- 
bers of Chriſt receive trom their own Confciences, and 
the Spirit of God, they are to receive ſupport and cam- 
fort trom. the Brotherhood, from their Fellow-members 
un Feſus Chrift. Thus, z Cer. chap. 8,9. we find the 
Apoſtle exhorting the Corinthians, after the example of 
the Churches in Macedonza, to a liberal contribution for 
the poor diſtrefied Saints at Ferw/alen. Thus alſo, 44s 11. 
the: Diſciples of Anriech, as foon as they underfiood by 
the Prophet Agabu,that rhere would be a Dearthrhraugh- 
out alt the Worki ( which is the Scripture-phrafe for all 
Fudza ) they determined to ſend relief unto the Brethren 
of Judea, by the hands of Barzabas and Pal. For the 
Univerfal Church is but one Body, whereof Chirif is the 
Head ;' one Family,, whereof he is the Maſter; one Ter- 
ple, or Spiritua-building, whereof he'is the chief Corner-. 
fone ; and this ſtri&t relation we have: to ane another, 
as Members of the Univerfal Church, is:ſuch; that if one 
Member of it ſuffer, all rhe members ought to. fuffer with - 
it ; and: therefore a Soul void of .pity and compaſſion, 2 
Soul that cannot fymparhize with his fuffering Brethren, 
though, as to outward appearance, he may be a Chri- 
ftian, yet he hath not che Spirit of Chrzft, that Spirit of 
Love, which informs all his Members, as. the Saul doth 
all -rhe parts of the Body, and makes them ſenſible of 
one anothers harms. By ths ( ſaith Chriſt ) fbat af 
' #ien know, that you are my Diſciples, if ye love que anc- 
ther, And if we love one another ( faith Saint John } 
God dwelteth in uw; and this Commandment have we 
from him, that 'he that loveth God, love his Brathes affo. 
Therefore (my Brethren )' God by his Providence hath 
now brought you to the Zeſt; to try every one of you, 
: E whether 
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whether you. are true Members of Chrift, or no ? It is 
Chriſt that hath ſent theſe his poor Members to beg re- 
lief of you, and in'as much as you doe it, -or.not doe 
it, to one of theſe little ones, remember, that you doe 
it; or not doe it to him. | 
. But beſides the. obligation you have from Chriſtian 
charity, Chriſtian equity alſo obligeth you to doe it ; 
For whatſoever you would that men ſhould doe unto you in 
any condition,:that you are bound by the Goſpel zo doe 
wnto them; and therefore as you would deſire or expect 
to be dealt with in a time of Perſecution, ſo it. is your 
duty now to deal with them. The times of performing 
ſome Goſpel-dutics ſeldom occur, but when they happen 
( and they always happen by God's ſpecial Providence ) 
we ought to look upon ſuch accidents as providential calls 
to the vigorous and exemplary performance of them; and : 
who knows, whether God hath brought this evil upon 
our Brethren, not onely for the trial of their Faith and 
Patience, but of our Love, Pity and Compaſſion, and 
of our willingneſs to miniſter unto the Saints > There- 
fore let us now acquit our ſelves like loving Brethren to- 
wards them, who are true Sons of that Mother Church 
to which they belong, and from which they never yet 
departed, from the beginning of the Reformation under 
the endleſs pretence of ſetting up purer Congregations, 
and enjoying purer Ordinances, and purer Worſhip; but 
from the beginning have kept the unity of Spirit in the 
bond of peace. . Let us not be backward to Good, and 
diſtribute among them, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is 
well pleaſed. Let your abundance, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
be a ſupply for their want ; and who knows, but that 
God ſeeing our readineſs to relieve them in perſecution, 
may be ſo well pleaſed, as to deliver us from perſecution, 
and all the Judgments which we fear. If they have the 
benefit of our Money, our Church ſhall have the benefit 
of their Prayers ; they will be obliged by our m_— » 
eec 
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- beſeech God to make up our Breaches, and heal our Di- 
viſions ; to unite us into the Primitive Apoſtolical Go- 
vernment and Communion ; that our Feruſalem may be 
as 2 City that is compaCt together , and once more be- 
come, as ſhe formerly hath been, the glory of all Refor- 
med Churches, and terrible as an Army with Banners to 
her Enemies of Rome. | 

Therefore kt every one of you be mercifull unto them 
after his power ; if thou haſt much, give plenteouſly ; 
if thou haſt little, doe thy diligence to give of that litle 
for if there be firſt a willing mind, it is accepted by God, 
according to what a man hath, and not according to 
what he hath not. Onely I charge you, who are rich 
in this World, that you be ready to give, and glad. to 
diſtribute unto them, laying up in ſtore for your ſelves. 
a good foundation againſt the time to come, that you 

may attain Eternal Lite, which God of his infinite mercy 
grant us all, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


